
 

 

25 September 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

WEEKLY UPDATE 
 

I hope that this update finds you and your family well.   
 

I am conscious that there is an enormous media coverage on the rise of COVID-19 nationally and I go some way to 
assure parents that we will at all times follow guidance and that the health and safety of all the College community is 
paramount.  I am aware that all schools have different strategies in place and I reiterate that all we are able to offer 
in terms of PE, breaks and lessons not in set classes, are allowed to take place as we have “year group” bubbles and 
that the College has in place risk assessments to allow these to happen.  We do receive calls from parents comparing 
our school to others but as the layout of all schools are different we are very fortunate to still be able to offer a broad 
curriculum. 
 

A couple of reminders to parents that as we are now in Autumn that coats/rain macs are school appropriate and that 
students more importantly wear them.  We do have a number of students attend that sometimes are not wearing any 
outer garments and are freezing but also strange was the number of students wearing heavy coats in the warmer 
weather!  Also I ask that it continues with the new “norm” for all students to carry a face mask/covering and to have 
in their bag a book of their choosing.  As a College we are passionate about getting our students to read and more so, 
to enjoy the whole reading experience as it does play a pivotal part in any learning setting.  A personal thank you to 
you all with regard to attendance.  Our attendance figures are strong despite having had a number of students out in 
different year groups but I believe it shows that you are engaged and know that your child being in school equates to 
sustained learning.  
 

We have completed our first week of extra lessons for Y11’s and it was very positive to walk around and see students 
engaged in their learning.  I very much hope that the “take-up” for our Saturday Intervention Programme will be 
equally as rewarding and beneficial to students. 
 

All students participated in Pastoral Wellbeing this week and I do think this was valuable to all.  There was a 
differentiation how the programmes were delivered to each year group but the main topics were around kindness, 
resilience and self-esteem.  These sessions will continue until Christmas. 
 

I inform parents that normally at this time of year we would be asking a select group of students to participate in our 
Open Morning.  Due to the current climate we are having to scale back our open day event dramatically and we have 
had to come up with new ways of introducing our school to prospective new students.  I invite parents to look on our 
website and take a virtual tour of the school.   
 

Finally, a thank you to staff for their hard work so far and also for their generous contribution to our successful 
Macmillan Coffee Morning today, all proceeds raised will go to the charity. 
 

As always, thank you for your support and stay safe. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Christian Cavanagh 
EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER 


