YEAR 7 TERM 6 MUSIC & SPACE
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These are the planetsin oursolarsystem. Composers have always been
fascinated with space, and Gustav HOLST, an English composer, wrote a piece
of musiccalled ‘The Planets Suite’ to describe the CHARACTERISTICS of each
planet. Holstidentifies the planets as:

Musical Vocabulary

COMPOSER — someone who writes/makes up music

OSTINATO — a repeated musical pattern; can be rhythmicor melodicora combination
of both

DYNAMICS — how loud or softthe musicis

CRESCENDO — a dynamicmarkingindicatingtothe performerto gradually getlouder
SUITE — a longer piece of musicmade up of several shorter pieces (movements)
groupedtogether, often withasimilartheme

MOOD - the feelingand atmosphere that a piece of musiccreates

MOVEMENT —the name givento an individual piece of musicwhich, when grouped
together, formsalarger-scale work e.g. a Suite. Each of the movementsinasuite of
musicis normally differentin some way, contrasted by elements such as pitch, tempo
and dynamics.

Mars: Bringer of War;

Bringer of Peace;
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Story ofthe Name:
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Venus:
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| messenger god

Mercury:

Winged Messenger;
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% | Roman God: Mercury
o | GreekGod: Hermes

God of: Messenger

7 | Storyofthe Name:

Mercury moves so

Jupiter:
Bringer of Jollity

Saturn:
Bringer of Old Age

Uranus: The Magician Neptune:

The Mystic
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Musical Scales

In order to compose different music for different planets, composers use different scales.

completely different sound such as the pentatonic scale;

the whole tone scale;
F# G# A#

These are notes with different gaps in between to create a
the chromatic scale;
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