
Kemnal Keys: Geography – Map Skills

What you should know What you should be able to do

Where the main four direction are on a 

compass, remembering Never Eat Shredded 

Wheat – going clockwise from the top.

State which compass direct to travel in if 
going between two locations e.g. China →

Australia is south.

The seven continents of the world are:

Africa, North America, South America, 

Europe, Asia, Oceania, Antarctica

Identify and label the continents of the 

world. 

The five oceans of the world are:

Indian, Atlantic, Pacific, Southern, Arctic

Identify and label the oceans of the world.

The five nations of the British Isles are:

England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, 

Republic of Ireland

Identify and label the nations on a map.

State which nations are part of the UK and 

Great Britain.

Distance on a map is shown using a scale 

bar.

Measure or estimate the distance between 

locations using the scale bar on a map.

Land height is shown on a map using 

contours. 

The shape of the land is called topography

or relief.

Read the land height of a specific point on a 

map using contours.

Calculate the difference in land height 

between two points on a map using 

contours.

Accurate locations of specific map features 

are given using grid references.

Read both four figure and six figure grid 

references (along the corridor, up the stairs).

Locate the feature found at a given grid 

reference on a map.

State the grid reference of a given map 

feature.

Map features are illustrated with map 

symbols.

Identify the majority of OS map symbols on a 

map.



Kemnal Keys: Geography – Map Skills

1) Complete the compass by adding directions. 2) What does the word ‘topography’ mean?

3) Calculate the difference in land height 

between points A and B.

4) Name the seven continents of 

the world.

5) What direction would you 

travel from Asia to North 

America if you were crossing: 

a) The Atlantic Ocean

b) The Pacific Ocean

6) Give a four figure grid reference 

for: 

• Strawberry Wood

• Clappersgate

7) Give a six figure grid reference 

for:

• Museum

• Post office

• Tourist information centre

• Church

8) How many car parks can you 

count? 


