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Retrieval 
 

Signal Flow  
  
All sound you record must go through a chain, which we call the signal flow. A variety 
of analogue, digital and MIDI cables are used for these 
 

                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 

Unit 3: Sound Creation 
 

Recording 
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Types of microphones                                   

                                   
 
 

USB to 5 pin 
MIDI / DIN 
• MIDI cable 

• Carries 

data from 

MIDI 

instrument 

to computer 

TS Jack  
• Analog audio 
unbalanced 

cable  
• Carries mono 
sound signal to 
amp, speakers, 

mixing desk, 
audio interface  

 

TRS Jack  
• Analog audio 
balanced cable  

Carries stereo sound 

signal to amp, 

speakers, mixing desk, 
audio interface  

XLR  
• Analog audio balanced 
cable  

• Carries stereo sound 
signal to amp, mixing 
desk, audio interface.  
• Can carry phantom 

power  
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Audio Interface 
These enable you to transform your audio recording to digital data in your DAW. They 
are A/D devices, which means that they transform analogue into digital. 

 

 

Polar Patterns 
                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Troubleshooting 

 
 

 Monitoring 

Monitoring is crucial for many reasons.  
• The musician needs to hear the click track while recording  

• The sound engineer needs to hear whether the recording was good enough  

• The sound engineer needs to compare the track to others to make sure it’s 
professional enough  
 
You can monitor sound on headphones or studio monitors (speakers). You should use 
a combination of both. 

 

Health and Safety 
 

 


