
 

 

22 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
WEEKLY UPDATE 
 
It does appear that both students and staff alike are now getting used to working remotely, although I know 
that teachers are looking forward to getting back into the classroom and working directly with students.  
Until then, we are always looking at ways in which we can engage our students further to ensure they are 
working as hard as they should be and also to try and instil a bit of normality. 
 
So this week saw Heads of Year hosting live assemblies for their year groups.  Attendance was encouraging 
and it was a great pleasure to see year groups come together collectively.  Also live Form sessions took place 
this week and again it was remarked how well students conducted themselves and how valuable it was for 
students to see their friends and Form Tutors.  I do believe that these sessions are equally as important as 
lessons as it does give students the opportunity to generally chat and catch up without it all being about 
learning.   
 
You will know that the College is firm in its belief that the pastoral side of school is equally as important as 
education and the emotional wellbeing of our students is paramount, especially during these difficult times.  
Therefore, we will continue with our regular communication through Form times, Assemblies and regular 
phone calls to parents and students. 
 
The College is still able to offer behaviour and emotional support to our students.  Football Beyond Borders 
is still running sessions for all those who were part of the programme before lockdown and continue to build 
on the work that was started in sessions before the Christmas break.  Mr Warren, Director of Inclusion, is 
also delivering live mentoring sessions with students that were working with him in ICe.   
 
Our live lessons are going well and we have had a great response from students who are really enjoying 
taking part.  Please ensure that like in a classroom, students are “lesson ready” with pencil cases and a note 
book to ensure that students are participating as well as learning.  I remind parents to look at our Remote 
Learning page on the website – you will find materials on how to access Google Classroom and information 
on what support is available for our students.  https://www.ktc-tkat.org/remote-learning.  We have also 
added our Recovery Curriculum Plans for each subject to this page so you can see what your child is learning 
each term. 
 
On 30 January 2021, we welcome back the start of Saturday Intervention for English.  A special thank you 
to Mr McCalla and Ms Wride who will be hosting these sessions for Y11 students up until February half term 
(namely 6 February and 13 February 2021).  These have been timetabled at the request of students.  The 
sessions will run from 10.00am to 12.00pm and will be delivered remotely via google classroom.  Any Y11 
student who would like to attend need to accept the invite to the classroom titled ‘Year 11 Saturday English 
Intervention’.  A reminder to our Y11’s that we are still encouraging you to work hard to get the best grade 
possible in your GCSE’s!  

https://www.ktc-tkat.org/remote-learning


 

You may remember from my letter dated 8 January 2021, that the government has pledged to help students 
with barriers to access remote learning by providing data increases for certain groups of disadvantaged 
students.  Please see below who is eligible and how you can access this: - 
 
This scheme must be administered through schools and the Department for Education (DfE), families cannot 

request an increase directly. 

 
Who can get help? 
Schools can request mobile data increases for children and young people who: 
●  do not have fixed broadband at home 
●  cannot afford additional data for their devices 
●  are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 
 
Children with access to a mobile phone on one of the following networks might be able to benefit: 
●  Three 
●  Smarty 
●  Virgin Mobile 
●  EE 
●  Tesco Mobile 
●  Sky Mobile 
Other providers may join the scheme at a later stage. 
 
What help is available? 
This scheme temporarily increases data allowances for mobile phone users on certain networks. This is so 
that children and young people can access remote education if their face-to-face education is disrupted. 
Increased data can be used when tethering a mobile phone to another device for internet access.  Please 
note, not all networks can offer data increases to Pay-as-you-go customers. 
 
When help is available 
Schools, Trusts and Local Authorities can request mobile data increases when schools report a closure or 
have pupils self-isolating. A table showing the current offer from participating networks can be found at the 
end of this letter. 
Please note, not all networks can offer data increases to Pay-as-you-go customers.  We can also make 
requests for children who cannot attend school face-to-face because: 
●  they’re clinically extremely vulnerable 
●  restrictions prevent them from going to school 
 
Who can get help? 
This scheme is open to children and young people who: 
● don’t have access to a fixed broadband connection 
●  cannot afford the additional data needed to access educational resources or social care services 
●  have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network 
● are facing disruption to their face-to-face education, or have been advised not to attend school 
 
How to make a request? 
Schools must make the request on behalf of children via the Department for Education scheme. Families 
cannot request this directly from their network. In order to request extra mobile data, the school needs to 
collect certain information, including: 



 

● the account holder’s name 
● their mobile number (a number beginning with ‘07’) 
● their mobile network● whether they pay monthly or Pay-as-you-go 
 
What data you will get depends on your mobile network.  Some networks cannot offer data to Pay-As-You-
Go customers. 
 
What is the process? 
1 Please email admin@ktc-tkat.org with the information outlined above 
2 The College will collate the submissions and pass the account holder’s name and mobile phone details 

to the DfE via their online portal.  The DfE will share these details with the relevant mobile network 
operator. The adult account holder’s personal data is only shared with their mobile network operator 
for the purposes of the offer. No names of children or other adults, other than adult account holder, 
are shared with the DfE or the mobile network operator. 

3. The account holder will receive a text message when their free data has been activated which will 
also give information on when their free data will end. 

 
What if I do not meet the criteria for data increase? 
If you are not able to sign-up for this or increasing your data allowance is not going to help you support your 
child’s remote learning, it may be possible for the school to obtain a 4G wireless router from the DfE.   
However, these are subject to stricter criteria.  These are only provided to disadvantaged children:  
● who do not have internet access and whose face-to-face education is disrupted (you need to 

demonstrate why you can’t use the data increase) 
● in any year group who have been advised to shield because they (or someone they live with) are 

clinically extremely vulnerable. 
 
If you wish to request a Wireless Router, please email admin@ktc-tkat.org and a member of staff will contact 
you to obtain the necessary information. 
 
I do appreciate that this is again a lot of information and I remind parents that all communication from the 
school is always available on our website. 
 
I encourage parents to contact Form Tutors and/or Heads of Year if you have any problems or queries and I 
remind you that the school office is open from 8.00am to 3.00pm.  The College main line number is  
020 8300 7112. 
 
Keep safe and remain well. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
Mr Christian Cavanagh 
EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER 
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